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and All Forgiving. He loved his
children, all of them and in today's
world, that means, ALL the people
of this world. To say less is to
believe in a lesser, subordinate,
insubstantial God.

I am not a very religious person, but
it is easy to see that your

courts

are not made up of religious people,
for they flaunt the very nature of
Godliness in the unholy, narrow-
minded belief that they are more
important than the life of this
woman! Only life is HOLY. God
gave Life

to the world and it is not for a court
of men to take it away, defining
extra-marital sex or adultery as
punishable by death.

Logic, religion, civility, world-
opinion, respect for life and honour,
require that you release Ms.
Esmaelvand and other women held
for

similar

situations. Let the people of Iran
know they have a leader in their
President, Mr. Khatami, not an
ignorant bully.

Respectfully submitted,

Andria Spindel

Canada

Dear Mr. President Khatami,
German newspapers keep telling you
are planning the stoning of Mrs.
Hajieh Esmailvand - which is very
difficult for me to believe, as I was
deeply trusting in your commitment on
a moratorium against any stoning ?!
Should the news prove to be true,
please accept my deepest wish you'll
refrain from such plans and set Mrs.
Hajieh Esmailvand free as soon as
possible!

Hoping you'll draw back any stoning
pending and furthermore hoping for
the abolishment of all Sharia-rulings,
yours faithfully

N. Klingenberg

Dear Mr. Khatami,

I am writing to express my DISGUST
with the behaviour of your country,
regarding the attrocities you allow to
happen right under your eyes,

and

with your own consent.

I refer first of all to attrocities
committed against CHILDREN and
WOMEN, as

I believe your country to uphold laws
that strongly discriminate

against

members of the female sex mainly.
First of all, your country is in breach of
human rights. Attrocities

which

Juno Sylva Englander

President

Women in Action/Global Mothers
Initiative for the Environment and
Peace

Vienna, Austria

Mr.Khatami

Prsident of Iran

Dear Mr. President,

You have the truly challenging and
historically momentus opportunity to
end discrimination, violence,
inhumanity and illegality of a
practice

that is contrary to the human
condition. With your powers, and
the God

of Abraham as your tradition, and
mine, you must not allow the
stoning

to death or injury of Ms. Haiyeh
Esmaelvand, or any other woman in
your

country. Let not Iran continue to be
seen as a backward nation; bring

it

forward into 2005, and do it now
please.

The custom of stoning for an act
such as extramarital relations is
hideous in the extreme. Whatever
one might think from a moral,
religious

or other values-base, it is not okay
for a court of law or a court of
religion to punish someone in this
barbaric manner. Let her destiny be
in the hands of God, not man and
not a punitive male court. Let not
her

family avenge their honour, which is
trivial in the extreme as compared
to her life. Let not the people of Iran
witness their government's lack

of compassion and forebearance.
Let this woman go!

Since ancient times, human beings
have been frail, faulty, flawed. God
made us this way, and no matter
what, the concept of punishment
must

fit

the crimes or a consequence be a
natural outcome of an event.
Women are

People! Should the act of Ms.
Esmaelvand lead to a divorce, that
is a

natural consegence, but there is no
one else that should raise up an
eye, let alone a stone in this
situation. A true court of law would
hold

discourse on civil rights, family
rights, women's rights. There are no
rights more important to guard and
only then is God served.

You must see God as much larger
and more forgiving. From my
perspective, the narrow and small
view your court has of God is
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My dear Mr. President!
| am writing to you as the President
of a women’s association of peace
in Austria.
| am appealing to you, in the name
of many women, to stop the stoning
of Haijieh. Such deeds are
abominable and wrong.

| remain,
Respectfully yours
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